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Services cut back, but 
chief exec earned 
£165,000 last year 


By JON AUSTIN 

Political reporter 

jon.«ustinenq».com 

BASILDON Council 
chief executive Bala 
Mahendran’s earnings 
rose 20 per cent last 
year, to £165,877. 

His salary, including 
bonuses, expenses and 
other fees, meant he earned 
just £10,000 less than Essex 
County Council's chief 
executive who manages a 
budget almost 40 times that 
of Basildon's. 


The Echo understands the 
rise was down to perform 
ance bonuses to which he was 
not entitled the year before 
Geoff Williams, Basildon 
Group Lib Dem leader, said 
"1 am surprised, at a time 
when services an? being cut 
and public spending in other 
areas is restricted. " 

But council louder Malcolm 
Buckley claimed the chief exec 
was "worth every penny" 
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I Making big bucks - Basildon Council chief executive Bala Mahendran 
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Spy car to nab parking offenders 


A PINT-SIZED spy car will soon be 
snaring Illegal packers In Basildon. 

The gadget rilled Smart Car will 
be used to target Inconsiderate drlv 
ers who park outside schools and in 
busy high streets. 

The car equipped with video 


cameras and an automatic number 
plate recognition system will 
gather photographic evidence of 
offences us they are committed. 

Council leader Malcolm Buckley 
Is confident the car will reduce the 
abuse council parking wardens 


have been sulTering while openly 
taking pictures of poorly parked 
vehicles. 

He said: "This will allow evidence 
to be gathered, which will still 
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/O _ For other stores visit 


off Trousers, Jeons www.choice-dlscount.co.uk 1 
^ Q Business as usual during Phase 2 

Jonr . C< uresses of our refit at our Hadleigh Store 


Hadleigh, Rectory Road 

f Open every Sunday 10.30am • 4.30pm 

Basildon. Mayflower Retail Park 

Open until 8.00pm every Thursday & Friday 
Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm 

Wlckford. Ladygate Centre 

Gray*. 14-H High Street 

Open every Sunday 10.00am 4.00pm 


